Cross-sectoral Roundtable on
International Transfer of Health Data
16 October 2020

(10.00 am – 11.30 am)
The cross-sectoral roundtable is organized by the FEAM European
Biomedical Policy Forum. Participation is by invitation only.

Programme of the meeting
Chair | Prof Stefan Constantinescu, FEAM Vice-President
5 min: Welcome and opening remarks

- George Griffin, President of the Federation of European
Academies of Medicine (FEAM)
60 min: Panellist (10 min each)
- Giske Ursin, Cancer Registry of Norway
- Alisa Wekeman, EU Commission (DG Justice)
- Laura Drechsler, VUB
- Brendan Barnes, EFPIA
- Carlos Luis Parra Calderón, EFMI
- Gözde Susuzlu, EPF
20 min: Cross-sectoral discussion
5 min: Closing remarks

About the workshop

Data sharing is crucial for research. For biomedical research, pooled
data from individuals is often needed to identify complex pathways
and obtain replicable results. Optimal use of data for research can
support healthcare professionals and policy makers in improving the
health and well-being of citizens. At the same time, protecting the
privacy of individuals and empowering them to look after their health
well-being are key objectives enshrined in the EU General Data
Protection Regulation 2016/679 (GDPR) and embedded in the current
European Data Strategy.
While the GDPR has harmonised legislation on the processing of
personal data within the European Economic Area (EEA), substantial
challenges remain for data sharing outside of the EEA. In particular,
there are few alternative mechanisms to share health data for
research with public institutions in countries such as the USA, and
substantial questions remain with regard to the interpretation of the
GDPR also in light of the recent decision by the European Court of
Justice in the “Shrems II” case. This situation presents challenges as
well as opportunities for researchers collaborating with peers outside
and within the EEA in crucial areas of health research.

About the FEAM European Biomedical Policy Forum

The FEAM European Biomedical Policy Forum provides a platform for
discussion on key policy issues for the biomedical community. The
Forum is an initiative from the Federation of European Academies of
Medicine (FEAM). It aims to bring together representatives from
academia, research charities, industry, European and national trade
associations and professional bodies, regulators, public health bodies,
and patient and consumers groups. Partners join on an equal footing,
regardless of size and type of organisation.

