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The European Green Deal

Mobilising research
and fostering innovation

A

Transforming the
Increasing the EU’s Climate EU’st?mnumy fl:ll'n A zero pollution ambition
ambition for 2030 and 2050 sustainable future for a toxic-free environment

Supplying clean, affordable Preserving and restoring
and secure energy The ecosystems and biodiversity

European

Mobilising industry ' Green From ‘Farm to Fork’: a fair,
healthy and environmentally

for a clean and circular economy Deal
friendly food system

Building and renovating in an [ . Accelerating the shift to
energy and resource efficient way - sustainable and smart mobility

Leave no one behind

Financing the transition
9 (Just Transition)

The EU as a
A European
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A Union that strives for more

My agenda for Europe

By candidate for Presiden

EUROPEAN CO

A Union that strives for more

For the generation of my parents, Europe was an aspiration of peace in a continent too long
divided.

For my generation, Europe was an aspiration of peace. prosperity and unity that we brought to
life through our single currency, free movement and enlargement.

For the generation of my children, Europe i3 a unique aspiration.

Itis an aspiration of living n a natural and healthy continent. Of living in a society where you can
be who you are, live where you like, love who you want and aim as high as you want. It is an
aspiration of a world full of new technologies and age-cld values. Of a Europe that takes the
global lead on the major challenges of our times.

The people of Europe made their veice and their aspirations heard in record numbers at this
year's European Parliament elections. They presented Europe’s institutions and leaders with a
clear task to be bold and to be decisive.

To match this with action, we our unity and inner strength.

If elected, | will strengthen the links berween people, nations and institutions, Between
expectations and delivery, Between words and deeds. My Commission will listen to the people of
Europe and be bold where it makes sense for us to act, leaving national, regional and local actors
1o deliver whare they are best placed to do 5o

“As a physician, | am
passionate about health”

“European citizens’
health and the planet’s
health go together”
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Climate policies on all policy levels

Climate
Mitigation

International
EU Monitoring

Climate e

Finance Member State Verification
Local

Climate
Adaptation
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New EU climate targets,
new EU Climate Law

* March 2020: EU long term strategy submitted to the
UNFCCC committing to climate neutrality by 2050

* Climate neutrality by 2050 is in line with the Paris
Agreement goals

* Commission also proposed in March a Climate Law, to
enshrine climate neutrality target and adaptation

legally

* September 2020: Commission puts forward a plan to
further cut emissions by at least 55% by 2030
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Climate neutrality + decarbonising the economy
= significant health co-benefits
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Source: https://www.spiegel.de/politik/ausland/luftverschmutzung-in-europa-die-toedliche-gefahr-neben-corona-a-1df20f61-ec52-477c-ac70-b19f7465f4e3, based on data from EEA




Climate change is here!

(‘Oops! This is a bit inconvenient
right now! ... | had expected you
only in a couple of decades!’)

T0PS! Ias kol JETT EIN WENIG |

UNGELEGEN!... itH HATIE SIE
ERST (N EIN PR JAHRAENNTEN

ERWARTET! [
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Temperature change in Belgium since 1901

Source: https://showyourstripes.info, based on data from Berkeley Earth, NOAA, UK Met Office, MeteoSwiss, DWD, SMHI, UoR, Meteo France & ZAMG




Time for adaptation!
This means...

* anticipating the adverse effects of
climate change

* taking appropriate action to prevent
or minimise the damage they can
cause

* taking advantage of opportunities
that may arise
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New EU Adaptation Strategy:
the ambition

* Improve knowledge of climate impacts

* Reinforce planning and climate risk
management

* Accelerate action with a focus on

* solutions (in addition to understanding)
 jnnovation (in addition to research)
* implementation (in addition to planning)

» prevention (in addition to ex-post)
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New EU Adaptation Strategy:
some key areas

* Finance & ‘climate protection gap’
* Data, knowledge, know-how

* Climate proofing of infrastructure, ‘build back
better’

* Adapting forests, agriculture, ecosystems
* Working in and with cities and local communities
* Reinforced global action

e Last but not least: health!
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New EU Adaptation Strategy:
timeline

e 2019 Green Deal Communication

» Announcement of the strategy

* 2020 proposal for EU Climate Law

 Article 4: adaptation a legal requirement

e 2021: new EU Adaptation Strategy
» expected in late February 2021
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Recent reports on climate change and health

Scientific Advice
Mechanism (SAM)

Adaptation to
Health Effects of
Climate Change in Europe
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PUBLIC HEALTH AND CLIMATE
CHANGE ADAPTATION POLICIES
IN THE EUROPEAN UNION

Final report
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European Acagemies

Science Advisory Counil

The Imperative of climate action to protect
human health in Europe

Unequal expasure and unequal impacts: soclal vlnerability
10 ai pollution, noise and extreme temperatures In Europe

COP24 SPECIAL REPORT

HEALTH &
CLIMATE

CHANGE

World Health
Organization

Wiord Health
Organization

climate change, impacts and vulnerabilty in Europe 2015

An indicator.based repart

WHO HEALTH AND
CLIMATE CHANGE
SURVEY REPORT

TRACKING GLOBAL PROGRESS

The Lancet Countdawn on Health and Climate Change

THE LANCET Policy brief for

The 2035 mport of the Lancet Countricwn on hesith. the EU

e climate change
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European Climate and Health Observatory:
Objectives

* Improve the knowledge base for policy
making and practice

* Connect and pool knowledge, expertise,
tools, organisations

European Climate
and Health Observator

* Facilitate learning across countries

* Support the EU Green Deal, EU4Health and
the new EU Adaptation Strategy
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European Climate and Health Observatory:
Implementation

* Partnership led by European

e Several other partner organisations
involved and providing content b

* Hosted on the Climate-ADAPT platform

e Covers 32 EEA member countries and
6 cooperating countries

 Launch of pilot version in February/March 2021
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