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“As a physician, I am 
passionate about health”

“European citizens’ 
health and the planet’s 
health go together”
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• March 2020: EU long term strategy submitted to the 
UNFCCC committing to climate neutrality by 2050

• Climate neutrality by 2050 is in line with the Paris 
Agreement goals

• Commission also proposed in March a Climate Law, to 
enshrine climate neutrality target and adaptation 
legally

• September 2020: Commission puts forward a plan to 
further cut emissions by at least 55% by 2030

New EU climate targets, 
new EU Climate Law



Climate neutrality + decarbonising the economy
= significant health co-benefits

Source: https://www.spiegel.de/politik/ausland/luftverschmutzung-in-europa-die-toedliche-gefahr-neben-corona-a-1df20f61-ec52-477c-ac70-b19f7465f4e3, based on data from EEA

Measured average
PM2.5 concentrations 
in winter 2020/21
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(‘Oops! This is a bit inconvenient
right now! ... I had expected you
only in a couple of decades!’)

Climate change is here!



Source: https://showyourstripes.info, based on data from Berkeley Earth, NOAA, UK Met Office, MeteoSwiss, DWD, SMHI, UoR, Meteo France & ZAMG



• anticipating the adverse effects of 
climate change

• taking appropriate action to prevent 
or minimise the damage they can 
cause

• taking advantage of opportunities 
that may arise

Time for adaptation!
This means…



• Improve knowledge of climate impacts

• Reinforce planning and climate risk 
management

• Accelerate action with a focus on 
• solutions (in addition to understanding)

• innovation (in addition to research)

• implementation (in addition to planning)

• prevention (in addition to ex-post)

New EU Adaptation Strategy:
the ambition



• Finance & ‘climate protection gap’

• Data, knowledge, know-how

• Climate proofing of infrastructure, ‘build back 
better’

• Adapting forests, agriculture, ecosystems

• Working in and with cities and local communities

• Reinforced global action

• Last but not least: health!

New EU Adaptation Strategy:
some key areas



• 2019 Green Deal Communication
• Announcement of the strategy

• 2020 proposal for EU Climate Law
• Article 4: adaptation a legal requirement

• 2021: new EU Adaptation Strategy
• expected in late February 2021

New EU Adaptation Strategy:
timeline



Recent reports on climate change and health



European Climate and Health Observatory: 
Objectives

• Improve the knowledge base for policy 
making and practice

• Connect and pool knowledge, expertise, 
tools, organisations

• Facilitate learning across countries 

• Support the EU Green Deal, EU4Health and 
the new EU Adaptation Strategy



European Climate and Health Observatory: 
Implementation

• Partnership led by European
Commission and EEA

• Several other partner organisations
involved and providing content

• Hosted on the Climate-ADAPT platform

• Covers 32 EEA member countries and
6 cooperating countries

• Launch of pilot version in February/March 2021


